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THRILLING FOR A CAUSE

SKIp Barber Racing teams up with Driving for Donors
while giving its amateurs a chance to run with the big dogs

It’s arare thing when drivers in an amarews
regional race series are afforded the oppartunity to
race in front of a crowd of fans at a high profile
professional race weekend. We all know it's a
bunch of fun to, say, head to the road course at
New Hampshire International with your car for a weekend of
dicing with dezens of like-minded racers, But boy-oh-boy, it's a
whole 'nother kettle of fish to go blasting down to Turn One at 2
big-name venue in front of a big crowd of race fans wha've
shelled out cash to watch the show, If you're a racer with Skip
Barber, twice in the past three years you've had the chance to race
during the popular Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series weekend at
Watkins Glen International.

The skip Barber Racing Schoal has had a long association with
The Glen, In 2005 they called vp af competition Todd Snyder to
askif the Race Series wanted to run as a support event to the big
Grand-Am weekend. The Glen arganizers understand that
Barber's various championships not only have histories of
producing the next generation of pro drivers, but also havea
tremendous following in the amateur ranks. With some phone
calls and e-mails, a deal was done: Skip Barber would hold two
non-points “open” races during the Rolex Daytona Prototype
weekend which could be entered by any Regional or National
driver. Despite the fact that many Skip Barber Regional drivers
under the age of 18 couldn’t enter (New York state law), a big field
of 25 put on two great races - one of which had Grand-Am driver
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Roberto Moreno on the grid, who wanted

some guality seat time since he had, in his

long and storied racing career, never
driven Watkins Glen.

This year, Skip Barber at the Sahlen’s
was a slightly different animal. There was
more at stake - Regional Series drivers
would score points that they would
transter into their Eastern or Midwestern
Regivnal Championship campai
this was a stand-alorie points e

gos, Plus,

it Lor the
Masters Division of the BFGoodrich/Skip
Barber National Presented by Mazda. so,
the Regional driving contingent - there
Nati
19-year-old A.]. Riley - would be mixing it
up with the quick guys and girls of the
Masters National (and thus "

1al entrant,

was one Skip Barber
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would
Skip Barber R

cing also took advantage

of the weekend's higher profile in order to
benefit Dr iving for Donors, a charitable

campdign both the TRG Crand-Am CT

team and the Jeff Gordon Foundation hawve

associated with. Ten-year-old Pat Pedraja

has leukemia. Seeing fellow sufferers die

Room for two: Skip Barber ARG
National frontrunner A.J. Riley j g
won both of the "Open” races -
atThe Glen, while Quentin Wahl won the
Masters Division class in both races.

for lack of marrow donors
moin formed Driv
mission - rai
matrow donorship
new marrow donors.
When Par lost his hair to

chemotherapy realized that he conld

raise money by selli eon his
head on Ebay. It caus
and hislictle bald b
Internet phenom
Masters Nationg
took up the cause

Barber driver at Watkins Glen to pla

1 sensation and he

money for every lap they completed, Skip

With “Pat-heads” bestowed upon their
Mazda-powered racers (LEFT), masters and
Juniors from the Skip Barber system crossed
swords at Watkins Glen (ABOVE).
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